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 N o te  fro m  th e  P res id en t  
 
Dear ESSR members, 
 
The highlight of the year, our annual meeting, is approaching and preparations have been 
intense with a very high number of abstracts (524 abstracts) submitted to the Geneva 
meeting. This holds promise for an interesting and fruitful meeting. The organizers have 
also been successful in attracting some major invited speakers.  So it will be very exciting 
to attend the 45�

th
� ESSR congress in Geneva. 

 
I had the privilege to represent the Society at the SARS meeting in London in January 
2010 and at the SUS (Academic Surgical Congress) in San Antonio, Texas in February 
2010. Both meetings held a high standard and I was invited to give a presentation on 
anastomotic healing in the colon. The Walter Brendel Award winner, Dr. Razalaein, 
presented his award-winning paper very well. 
 
Looking forward to see you all in Geneva! 
 
Sincerely, Henrik Thorlacius (���henrik.thorlacius@med.lu.se���) 
 
 
 
 N o te  fro m  th e  S ecre ta ry G en e ra l  
 
In order to maintain an up-dated membership list I urge everyone to check their personal 
information on our website and that of other colleagues in case it is not correct or up-to-
date (���charles.malata@addenbrookes.nhs.uk���).  
   
“Golden Book”: The next Golden Book has been put together by Mihaly Boros (Szeged, 
Hungary) who is responsible for the archives of the society.  It has been fully funded by B. 
Braun Melsungen. Congratulations to Mihaly for all the hard work and sincere thanks to 
Dr. Alexander Schachtrupp and his colleagues for their generous financial support. 
  
I will be representing the Society at the 38�

th
� Annual Meeting of the Surgical Research 

Society of Southern Africa in East London, from the 15�

th
� -16�

th
� of July 2010. The Walter 

Brendel award winner should be presenting his paper at this meeting. 
 
ESSR Fellowship Award:  

·  There has been only one application for the year 2010. The General Committee 
resolved to continue the award despite the single application. It has been awarded 
to Dr. Jonas Roller of the Institute of Experimental Surgery at the University of 
Saarland in Homburg. The title of the study is “Role of Platelets and CD40L in 
Septic Lung Injury”. This is in collaboration with the Department of Clinical 
Sciences at Lund University in Malmo. 

·  We are also looking forward to the preliminary report of the current ESSR Fellow, 
Dr. Mehmet F. Can (Ankara, Turkey) on the topic “Multi-center double-blind 
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randomized trial of the clinical value of preoperative oral carbohydrate loading in 
colorectal surgery” in Geneva 2010.  

·  Further applications are invited for the ESSR Fellowship Award 2011. 
 
We also welcome venue suggestions for the 48�

th
� Congress of the ESSR in 2013. 

  
For further details on the ESSR Fellowship Award and the Internet Course on Surgical 
Research please see the Society website (���www.essr.info���). 
 
May I also take this opportunity to offer my sincere apologies to all the members for the 
delay in the circulation of this 1�

st
� Newsletter of 2010. 

 
Best wishes to everyone, Charles Malata. 
 
 
 
 N o te  fro m  the  T reasu re r  
 
As it will be commented in the next General Assembly, among the 323 registered 
members in the Society there are still 141 who have never paid their membership fee in 
this century. The good news is that since the fees are being collected directly from the 
Society more members are regularly paying, and the balance of the ESSR is improving. 
This has allowed us to offer the annual ESSR Fellowship Award for the last two years, 
and to increase the Walter Brendel Award. We hope this trend will continue for the 
following years permitting the ESSR to support more activities. 
 
I also would like to remind the all members of the ESSR that all the income from the 
Internet Course has been kindly transferred by Prof. Cainzos to the Society. This is 
why promoting the Internet Course among our students and colleagues is also a very 
useful way of contributing to the economic welfare of our Society.  
 
All members are strongly encouraged to pay their me mbership fees. It is only 30€  
 
Best wishes, Ignaçio Garçia-Alonso, ESSR Treasurer 
(���ignacio.galonso@ehu.es���) 
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 G enera l C om m ittee  M eeting , G eneva , S w itze rland  
 
�Abstract Selection Meeting & General Committee Meet ing, Geneva, 2010  
 
Time and place:  Saturday February 20, Centre Medical Universitaire, Geneve 
 
Present: Henrik Thorlacius, Ignacio Garçia-Alonso, Charles Malata, Mustafa Cikirikcioglu, 
Roland Demaria, Rene Tolba & Brigitte Vollmar. 
Apologies:  Ian Alwayn (member-at-large) and Steffen Manekeller (member-at-large) 
Organising committee in attendance: Thomas Theologou (secretary general), Yves 
Harder (vice-president), and two Kuoni PCO representatives. 
 
Agenda: 
 
1. Report of the President (H Thorlacius) 
 
·  Sister Societies: HT had represented the Society at the SARS meeting in London in 

January 2010 and at the SUS (Academic Surgical Congress) in San Antonio, Texas in 
February 2010. The Walter Brendel Award winner, Dr. Razaeian, had presented his 
paper very well. 

 
·  ESSR Fellowship Award: It was resolved that the current fellow, Dr. Mehmet F. Can 

(Ankara, Turkey) should present a preliminary report to the Geneva Congress despite 
the slow recruitment to the multi-centre trial. Only one application for 2011 had been 
received so far. 

 
·  B. Braun sponsored Course on Clinical Research: The president informed the GC that 

an offer had been received from B. Braun to fully fund a new ESSR course on clinical 
research. The GC delegated Dr. Rene Tolba to work out the details of this course in 
conjunction with the B. Braun representatives and report back in due course. 

 
·  Recognition of Honorary Members and Emeritus (retired) Members: A formalization of 

the Honorary Membership category and the recognition of Emeritus Members was 
discussed and it was decided to put it to the forthcoming General Assembly in Geneva 
for discussion. 

 
·  Suggested Alteration to the Walter Brendel Award. The nomination of a winner and 2 

runner-ups was suggested in order to facilitate attendance at the 3 sister societies. This 
would be put to the General Assembly for discussion. 

 
 
2. Report of the Secretary General (C Malata) 

 
·  Sister Societies:  CM confirmed that he would be representing the ESSR at the 38�

th
� 

Annual Meeting of the Surgical Research Society of Southern Africa in East London in 
July 2010. The American SUS (ASC) and the UK SARS had been attended by the 
President and the Walter Brendel Awardee had presented his prize winning paper at 
both meetings. He was expected to travel to South Africa in July. Invitations to the 
representatives of the Sister Societies and their prize winners would be sent out. 

 
·  B. Braun Sponsorship of the 2�

nd
� Golden Book: B. Braun has kindly sponsored in full the 

publication of the 2�

nd
� Golden book. He thanked Rene Tolba for making the initial 
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approaches. Mihaly Boros, the Society’s Archivist, had been informed of this 
development and he was pressing on with the publication. 

 
·  Nominating Committee: CM informed the GC that Tomas Minor (NC chairman) had sent 

a message to the GC that he was available for various duties and was standing by for 
any jobs that they wished to pass on to him. This was duly noted by the GC. 

 
·  Plea for retention of email addresses of 1�

st
� authors: CM made a request for the emails of 

1�

st
� authors of each paper and poster presented at each meeting to be kept for use in 

future calls for abstracts. This is because these were more likely to be correct and up to 
date than the membership list. 

 
·  Contacts with Karger and Refund: CM informed the GC that he had been asked by the 

Treasurer, in his capacity as the new Secretary General, to contact Karger regarding the 
money they held on behalf of the Society since the cessation of the publishing contract 
with them. This had been successful and the money was sent to the Treasurer. 

 
 
3. Report of the Treasurer (I Garçia-Alonso) 
 
·  Karger Refund: IGA confirmed receipt of CHF14,237.70 into the society coffers 
 
·  Incomes: The treasurer detailed the sources of income to the society as 

o Membership fees 
o Internet Course 
o Sponsorships 
o Donations.  

He reported on his efforts to collect membership fees. He again emphasized that the 
easiest way to pay the membership fee was via email to the treasurer 
(���ignacio.galonso@ehu.es���). 
 
·  The expenditures of the Treasurer with respect to the Congress are reimbursements for  

o The Awardees (apart from the B. Braun, BJS and Young Investigator Award) 
o The representatives of the Sister Societies 
o Travel expenses of the GC members to the GC 
o Invited Lecturers’ travel expenses. 

 
·  Non-payment of Membership Fees: IGA confirmed that the Bye-Laws state that anyone 

who has not paid their membership fees for 2 consecutive years would be excluded 
from membership. 

 
·  The treasurer also confirmed that retired members do not have to pay the membership 

fee to stay as ESSR members. This had been approved by the Nimes GC meeting. 
 
·  He also made a plea to everyone to improve access to the Internet Course. 
 
·  The ESSR Grant should be announced on the Website and in the Newsletter. 
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4. Report of the Congress President 2010 (M Cikirik cioglu) 
 

MC informed the GC on the on-going preparations for the forthcoming meeting in Geneva.   
·  This year a record number of abstracts (524) had been received 264 orals and 260 

posters. Of these 22% came from Turkey and 20% from the UK thanks to the work of 
the relevant “country representatives”.  

 
·  Congress program: The congress president outlined the Congress program as follows: 

o Pre-Congress Workshops: Wednesday 9�

th
� June 

o Opening Ceremony: Thursday morning 10�

th
� June 

o Welcome Reception: Thursday evening 10�

th
� June about 150 people. 

o Congress Dinner & Award Ceremony on a Boat on Lake Geneva: Friday evening 
o Sight Seeing Tour: Saturday afternoon 

 
·  He also informed the GC that the financial side of matters was progressing satisfactorily 

as long as those who submitted abstracts also went on to register for the Congress. 
 
·  He also suggested a formal planned hand-over meeting with the incoming congress 

president (with the SG, President and Treasurer) at which the Congress Check-list from 
the SG and the “Contacts and Tips” would be given to the new congress president for 
Lille. This could be held before the GC or the GA. 

 
·  He also confirmed his financial responsibilities regarding hosting the following: 

o  Invited Speakers 
o  Representatives (3) and the Awardees (3) from the Sister Societies 
o General Committee Members 

 
·  Congress Venue: This was inspected by the GC and considered very fitting. Overall all 

the preparations were going well and we look forward to a great congress in Geneva. 
 
5. Report of the Congress President 2011 (R Tolba) 

 
The 2011 congress president Rene Tolba gave a presentation on the progress regarding 
the 2011 Congress in Aachen, Germany 2011.  The GC was impressed about how far the 
planning and details of the congress were already at this stage.  The meeting would be 
held on Wed May 25�

th
� – Saturday May 28�

th
�, 2011. It was noted that funding had already 

been secured for the specialist microscopes to be used in the Pre-Congress workshops 
from the State government of NRW. 
 
6. Abstract Selection Meeting 

 
·  The congress president reported that total number of abstracts submitted was 524.  All 

abstracts had been scored (0-10) in an anonymous fashion by ESSR members selected 
by the congress president. The criteria (scores) for selection into Oral and Poster 
sessions were discussed. The cut off mark was 5.8.  MC informed the GC that it needed 
to select 168 oral and 180 poster presentations to fit into the space available 

·  Based on the scoring and re-evaluation by the GC, the abstracts for the Walter-Brendel 
Award Session and the BJS Prize session were selected as were those for the Young 
Investigator and B. Braun Awards. 

·  MC requested that any proposals for Session Chairmen should be sent to him. 
 

The meeting was closed by the ESSR President (H Thorlacius) by thanking the host 
and congress president (M Cikirikcioglu) for organizing this meeting and we look 
forward to successful congress in Geneva, 2010. 
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 G enera l A ssem b ly, G eneva, S w itzer land  2010  
 
All members are warmly welcome to the General Assembly, 11�

th
� June (Friday). 

 
Agenda: 
1. Report of the President 
2. Report of the Secretary General 
3. Report of the Treasurer 
4. Report of the Congress President 2010 (M Cikirikcioglu) 
5. Report of the Congress President 2011 (R Tolba) 
6. Report of the Congress President 2012 (F Pattou) and signing of the Contract. 
7. Election of new members 
8. Election of Congress Venue 2013 
9. Varia 

·  Preliminary report on the ESSR Fellowship Awardee (M. Can, Ankara) 
·  Honorary Members and Emeritus Members 
·  Any other business 

 
General Committee  
There are no vacancies in the GC until 2011.   
 
General Committee 2010 
Name Present and past functions  Position 

elected 
Position 

ends 
Remarks Possible time to 

serve 
(max 6 years) 

Henrik Thorlacius President 
Past Secretary General 
Past Member at large 

2009 2012 Former General Secretary 2006-2012 

Charles Malata Secretary General 
Past Member at large 

2009 2012  2007-2013 

Ignacio Garcia-Alsonso Treasurer 
Past Member at large 

2009 2012  2005-2011 

Mustafa Cikirikcioglu 1st vice president 
Past 2�

nd
� vice president 

2009 2010 Congress President 2010 2008-2014 

Ian Alwayn Member at large ,  
Past 1�

st
� & 2nd vice president 

2007 2011 Congress President 2007 2005-2011 

Roland Demaria Member at Large 
Past 1�

st
� & 2nd vice president 

2008 2013 Congress President 2009 2007-2013 

Steffen Manekeller Member at large 
 

2008 2011  2008-2014 

Rene Tolba 2nd vice president 2009 2010 Congress President 2011 2009-2015 

Brigitte Vollmar BJS Representative 2009 2013 President 2007-2009 
Congress President 2006 

Non-voting member of GC 

2008-2013 

 

 
Congress Venue 2013 
Members are encouraged to submit proposals for the ESSR congress venue 2013. 
 
 
 46th  E S S R  C ong ress  A achen , G erm any , 2011 
 
The 46�

h
� ESSR Congress will be held from Wed May 25–Sat May 28, 2011 in Aachen, 

Germany (Congress President: Rene Tolba). Please contact ���rtolba@ukaachen.de���  
You are all welcome! 
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 47th  E S S R  C ong ress  L ille , F rance , 2012 
 
Contact: Congress President: Francois PATTOU (��a-bertin@chru-lille.fr��) 
 
 
 R eq u es t fo r H is to rica l In fo rm ation :  1s t M e e ting  o f E S S R   
 
Prof. F Vermeulen (a Founding Member of the Society) is interested in getting a reprint of 
his paper entitled “Un modèle d’étude pour l’artériosclérose expérimentale et résultants 
préliminaries” Eur J Exp Surg 1967: 1: 109-111. This was published in 3 languages and 
should have been kept by the Secretary General.  The Journal was the 1967-1968 issue. 
If anyone has a copy of this booklet or knows of how to get hold of it please contact me at 
���charles.malata@addenbrookes.nhs.uk��� many thanks. 
 
 
With our best regards, 
 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.essr.info 
 

Charles Malata 
Secretary General, ESSR 

Department of Plastic Surgery 
Addenbrooke’s University Hospital 

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust 

Box 186, Hills Road 
Cambridge, UK 

 
Phone: +44-1223-586 672 

Fax: +44-1223-257177 
���charles.malata@addenbrookes.nhs.uk���  

Henrik Thorlacius 
President, ESSR 
University of Lund 

Department of Surgery 
Malmö University Hospital 

S-20502 Malmö 
Sweden 

 
Phone: +46-40-331000 

Fax: +46-40-927877 
���henrik.thorlacius@med.lu.se���  

 


